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TAGS: PFOR 

SUBJECT: DEPARTMENT PRESS BRIEFING - JANUARY 17 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION AND GUIDANCE FOLLOWING ARE EXCERPTS 
FROM DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN S PRESS BRIEFING FOR JANUARY 17, 

1977: 


Q. FRIDAY AFTERNOON THE SECRETARY SAW ISRAELI AMBASSADOR 
DINITZ, AND DINITZ LATER SAID THAT IT HAD BEEN ESTABLISHED 
THAT THERE WERE AMERICAN PARTS GOING TO HONDURAS IN THE 
FORM OF ENGINES. 

A. YES. 
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Q. ONE, WHAT ACTION, IF ANY, IS THE STATE DEPARTMENT 
TAKING ABOUT THIS? AND, TWO, IS THE STATE DEPARTMENT 
LOOKING INTO ANY OTHER CASES? 

A. FIRST, I THINK AS WE INDICATED OVER THE WEEKEND, 
AMBASSADOR DINITZ GAVE US THE EXPLANATION WHICH HE OUT- 
LINED TO THE PRESS AFTER HIS MEETING WITH THE SECRETARY: 

AND WE ACCEPTED THAT EXPLANATION. WE NOTED THAT 
AMBASSADOR DINITZ SAID THAT NO FURTHER SALES OF THIS 
AIRCRAFT BY ISRAEL ARE CONTEMPLATED. WE ARE INFORMING 

CONGRESS OF THE FACTS THROUGH THE USUAL CHANNELS IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH PROVISIONS OF THE ARMS CONTROL ACT. AND 
FOR OUR PART WE CONSIDER THE MATTER CLOSED. 

WITH REGARD TO YOUR SECOND QUESTION ABOUT OTHER REPORTS, 
WE HAVE LOOKED INTO THOSE AND THEY HAVE BEEN DISCUSSED. 
AND I BELIEVE THAT AMBASSADOR DINITZ PROVIDED THE 
SECRETARY WITH A SATISFACTORY EXPLANATION. 
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Q. AND DO YOU CONSIDER THOSE OTHER MATTERS CLOSED THEN 
AS WELL? 

A. THAT IS MY UNDERSTANDING-FROM THE SECRETARY'S VIEW-- 
THAT THE EXPLANATION HE RECEIVED FROM THE AMBASSADOR WAS 
SATISFACTORY. 

Q. AND ARE THOSE OTHER CASES SPECIFICALLY SOUTH AFRICA 
AND CHILE? 

A. I AM NOT ABLE TO COMMENT SPECIFICALLY ON WHAT THE 
CASES INVOLVE. 

Q. LET ME JUST PIN IT DOWN. SO THEN THESE OTHER CASES 
OF THESE UNNAMED COUNTRIES YOU NOW ALSO CONSIDER CLOSED? 
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A. THEY WERE DISCUSSED, AND THE AMBASSADOR DID PROVIDE 
THE SECRETARY WITH A SATISFACTORY EXPLANATION. 

Q. IS THAT MATTER NOW CLOSED? 

A. THAT WOULD BE THE INFERENCE I WOULD TAKE FROM THE 
SECRETARY'S BELIEF THAT THE AMBASSADOR'S EXPLANATIONS 
WERE SATISFACTORY. 

Q. WHAT WAS THE AMBASSADOR'S EXPLANATION? 

A. I AM NOT IN A POSITION TO PROVIDE DETAILS OF THEIR 
CONVERSATION. 

Q. AND YOU’RE NOT IN A POSITION TO DISCUSS EITHER THE 
SUBSTANCE OR THE COUNTRIES - 

A. THAT IS CORRECT. 

Q. - OR WHETHER ANY SIZEABLE NUMBERS OF U.S. EQUIPMENT- 

A. I DO NOT HAVE ANY FURTHER INFORMATION. 

Q. IS THERE GOING TO BE A REPORT ON THESE OTHER 
INSTANCES TO CONGRESS? 

A. THERE WOULD BE IF IT IS REQUIRED. 

Q. THERE WOULD BE IF ITS REQUIRED. YOU MEAN THERE WOULD 
BE IF THERE'S A VIOLATION? 
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A. THAT IS RIGHT. OBVIOUSLY, WE WOULD COMPLY WITH THE 
PROVISIONS OF THE ARMS EXPORT CONTROL ACT. 

Q. WELL NOW, IS THERE A CONCLUSION THAT IT'S NOT 
REQUIRED? 
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A. I HAVE NO INDICATION THAT WE HAVE FOUND IT NECESSARY 
AT THIS TIME TO INFORM THE CONGRESS. BUT LET ME CHECK 
THAT POINT SPECIFICALLY. 

Q. WHAT IS THE AMERICAN POSITION ON ISRAELI ARMS EXPORT. 
SAY-NOT NECESSARILY INCLUDING AMERICAN TECHNOLOGY OR 
PARTS? 

A. OUR ONLY OFFICIAL PUBLIC COMMENT WOULD BE RESTRICTED 
TO THE QUESTION INVOLVING THE TRANSFER OF TECHNOLOGY 
OR ACTUAL EQUIPMENT. 

Q. NOW, THAT'S NOT WHAT HE ASKED YOU THOUGH. OBVIOUSLY, 
THERE IS AN INTER-RELATION BETWEEN OTHER COUNTRIES' ARMS 
SHIPMENTS AND THE UNITED STATES ARMS SHIPMENTS— PARTICULAR- 
LY IN AN AREA LIKE THE MIDDLE EAST. DO WE HAVE A POLICY 
ON ISRAEL AND OTHER COUNTRIES SHIPPING ARMS; AND, IF SO, 

WHAT IS IT? 

A. HIS QUESTION WAS IN A GENERAL SENSE, AND MY ANSWER 
WAS IN A GENERAL SENSE. 

Q. WELL, YOU'RE SAYING IN EFFECT THAT THERE IS NO U.S. 

POLICY ON IT. 

A. NO, I DID NOT SAY THAT. I SAID HE ASKED- WOULD YOU 
REPEAT YOUR QUESTION SO I AM SURE I UNDERSTOOD IT? 

Q. WELL, I'LL REPHRASE IT. ISRAEL HAS BECOME, IN A WAY, 

AN ARMS EXPORTER. HOW DO YOU VIEW THIS? 

A. A LOT OF OUR ALLIES AND FRIENDS ARE EXPORTERS OF 
ARMS. AND IN A GENERAL SENSE, OBVIOUSLY WE WOULD HOPE 
THAT THEIR SALES WOULD BE CONSISTENT WITH OUR OWN JUDGMENT 
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IN A GIVEN AREA. BUT I AM NOT GOING TO COMMENT ON A 
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SPECIFIC AREA. 

Q. ON THE HONDURAS SALE, CAN WE HAVE THE SPECIFICS NOW? 

A. YOU MEAN HOW MANY: WHAT THE DETAILS WERE? 

Q. YES. 

A. I WOULD WANT TO CHECK WHAT AMBASSADOR DINITZ SAID. I 
THINK HE MADE SOME REFERENCE TO IT ON SATURDAY, AND 
I WOULD WANT TO CHECK WHAT HE SAID. 

Q. WELL, WHAT DO YOU SAY? 

A. LET ME CHECK. 

Q. HAS THE INFORMATION GONE TO THE HILL? 

A. YES. 

Q. WELL THEN, CAN WE HAVE A COPY OF IT? 

A. LET ME SEE IF WE CAN MAKE A COPY AVAILABLE. 

Q. DID THE UNITED STATES PROVIDE FRANCE WITH INFORMATION 
THAT THE PALESTINIAN ABU DAOUD WAS ABU DAOUD? 

A. I HAVE NOT, AND WE CUSTOMARILY HAVE NOT, COMMENTED ON 
STORIES WHICH WOULD SUGGEST AN EXCHANGE OF THAT KIND OF 
INFORMATION. BUT IN A GENERAL SENSE THE UNITED STATES IS 
ACTIVELY COOPERATING WITH A NUMBER OF FOREIGN GOVERNMENTS 
TO COMBAT INTERNATIONAL TERRORISM, AND THIS COOPERATION 
INCLUDES THE EXCHANGE OF A BROAD RANGE OF INFORMATION ON 
KNOWN TERRORIST AND TERRORIST GROUPS. BUT I AM NOT GOING 
TO COMMENT SPECIFICALLY ONE WAY OR ANOTHER ON THE QUESTION 
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OF ABU DAOUD AND FRANCE. 

Q. WHY NOT? 

A. BECAUSE IT IS OUR POLICY NOT TO COMMENT ON SPECIFIC 
DETAILS OF EXCHANGES OF INFORMATION. 

Q. WELL, WHY IS IT THE POLICY? I MEAN IT SEEMS LIKE 
A SILLY POLICY. YOU'RE NOT GIVING AWAY ANY STATE SECRETS 
POST FACTO, ARE YOU? 

A. I THINK THE JUDGMENT IS MADE BY THOSE WHO ARE 
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ENGAGED IN THESE KINDS OF EXCHANGES THAT A PUBLIC DISCUS- 
SION OF THIS KIND OF ACTIVITY WOULD JEOPARDIZE THE GOAL OF 
THE EXCHANGE IN THE FIRST PLACE WHICH IS TO RESTRICT THE 
ACTIVITIES OF TERRORISTS. 

Q. YOU COMMENTED AT SOME CONSIDERABLE LENGTH ABOUT THE 
INCIDENT AND YOU SAID THE UNITED STATES EXPRESSED DISMAY 
ABOUT IT. AND THE UNITED STATES WAS CALLED IN AND ITS 
EMISSARY WAS REBUKED BY THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT FOR 
EXPRESSING DISMAY. WHY SHOULD WE NOT HAVE THE INFORMATION 
AS TO WHETHER THE UNITED STATES DID IN FACT INFORM THE 
FRENCH GOVERNMENT IN ADVANCE THAT THIS WAS THE MAN, 

WHICH WOULD SHED SOME LIGHT ON WHAT IT IS YOU'RE EXPRESS- 
ING DISMAY ABOUT? 

A. FOR THE REASON I STATED-THAT IS WHY WE ARE NOT 
PROVIDING THE INFORMATION- AND WE SAID AT THE TIME WHY WE 
WERE EXPRESSING OUR DISMAY. AND I REFER YOU TO THAT 
REPLY. 

Q. I WOULD LIKE TO NOTE THAT THAT’S TOTALLY UNSATISFACTORY 
BECAUSE THE ISSUE IS THAT THE MAN WAS RELEASED ON 
GROUNDS THAT THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT COULD NOT DETERMINE 
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LEGALLY WHETHER HE WAS ABU DAOUD, AND WHAT WE ARE ASKING 
YOU HERE IS A PERFECTLY VALID QUESTION— NAMELY, DID THE 
UNITED STATES HAVE INFORMATION ON ABU DAOUD? 

A. ANY QUESTION IS VALID. I AM NOT QUARRELING WITH YOU 
WHETHER IT IS A VALID QUESTION OR NOT. I AM JUST SAYING 
THAT I AM NOT ABLE TO ANSWER IT, THAT I - 

Q. ALL RIGHT, AND I WANT TO PURSUE MY QUESTIONS HERE ON 
THE RECORD BECAUSE I THINK THE POSITION THAT'S BEEN LEFT 
HERE IS TOTALLY INCONSISTENT— NAME! ,Y. IF THE UNITED 
STATES DID CONVEY TO FRANCE INFORMATION THAT ITS 
INTELLIGENCE WAS CONVINCED THAT THIS WAS ABU DAOUD, THEN 
IT SHEDS FURTHER QUESTION ON THE DECISION THAT WAS 
REACHED BY THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT. SO I SIMPLY WANT TO 
BRING THAT TO THE ATTENTION OF THE OFFICIALS MAKING THE 
DECISION THAT THIS INFORMATION SHOULD NOT BE RELEASED. 

A. AND YOUR OBSERVATION AND VIEW IS NOTED. 

Q. THANK YOU, BOB. 

KISSINGER 
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